
Appendix 3
(Mr Macklin)

THE QUEENS

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF USE AND PLANNING

My name is Wendy Megeney. I have been a resident in Selborne for over 25 years; I am a retired 

Crown Prosecutor,  member of Selborne W.I and  Governor on the Board of Farnborough College of 

Technology. I was a regular, if infrequent, user of the Queens.

I would question the bona fides of the objecting Parish Council. The latest decision against listing the 

Queens as an ACV commented on the question of support for reinstating the Queens. It was based 

on a very limited survey of households in the village and was statistically completely flawed; showing 

in fact only a small percentage as giving such support. I was among the large number of residents 

excluded. The decision maker also mentioned some alternate reason/motive behind the actions of 

the Council.  I have no confidence in the stance it takes and do not believe it represents the majority 

view of the village.

I can confirm that the Queens was a consistently failing enterprise over its last 22 years. There is not 

the market or the local population to support it as a pub and it was never run/marketed successfully 

as a country house hotel. The ACV decision found that there is no realistic prospect of it being 

successfully resurrected on this basis in the next few years.

Given this situation there can be no compelling reason to object to the change of use.

What the village needs is sustainable growth in the form of appropriate housing which will add to 

the community and support the existing good facilities.

The proposal is not ‘dense’; it is a far more modest development pro rata than that recently allowed 

off Honey Lane ( the Southbrook development).It is a sympathetic development which will retain 

and enhance the main Queens building. 

Attempts to thwart this proposal have led to a depressing and negative effect on the community. 

Those living in the past on nostalgic notions of a place that was probably never what they would 

have wished it to be, are stultifying the possibilities for the future. Please endorse the 

recommendation of the planning committee and enable very needed new life to be breathed into 

the village.


